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Business and Biodiversity Platform 

WORKING GROUP on INNOVATION 

Research and innovation – informal call for ideas for Horizon Europe 

DEADLINE:  Friday 31 May 2019 

 

Informal call for ideas 

Further to a call issued in August 2018, and in order to inform upcoming considerations on future 

research and innovation needs under the next EU Framework Programme on Research and Innovation, 

Horizon Europe (2021-27), the EU Business @ Biodiversity Platform is calling again for research and 

innovation ideas related to advancing the integration of biodiversity in to business decision-making and 

practice.  

How to submit your idea(s) 

Platform members are invited to submit relevant outline ideas for research and/or innovation topics or 

missions, by following this survey link. For each idea, you are asked to provide the following information:  

• Whether your research and/or innovation idea is intended as a topic or a broader mission (see 

definitions below). 

• A title, which concisely captures the idea (max 25 words). 

• A brief description of the specific challenge to be addressed (max 200 words). 

• A brief description of the scope of research and/or innovation involved (max 200 words). 

• A brief outline of the expected impacts of the research and/or innovation (max 100 words). 

For examples of how to frame the ‘specific challenge’, ‘scope’ and ‘expected impact’ of a topic, please 

see the current Horizon Europe 2018-2020 Work Programme for Societal Challenge 5 (Climate action, 

environment, resource efficiency and raw materials) here. 

Definitions 

• Research is considered to involve activities that may be either pure or applied but are in any 

case not ‘close to market’. 

• Innovation involves activities such as proof of concept work, validation and demonstration of 

new services or technologies or prototypes in relevant business environments, and final 

qualification of the innovative service or technology, up to the point of commercialisation. 

• A topic is typically addressed by one or a small number of projects. Topics may be addressed by 

‘Coordinated Actions’ for research and/or innovation, or by ‘Coordination and Support Actions’ 

(CSAs) which do not involve research and innovation per se. Coordinated Actions typically have 

budgets of around €5-10 m, while CSAs typically have budgets of €2-3 m. 

• A mission is larger-scale and longer-term (running for 10 years or more) and involves a 

substantial number of complementary projects, which respond in a bottom-up manner to the 

mission aim. For more information on missions, see background below. 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/publications/research-and-innovation-including-horizon-europe-iter-and-euratom-legal-texts-and-factsheets_en
https://eu5se.voxco.com/SE/?st=pgRb6vAluABwWUQU78DMwJOx94I9l9oDxuJdh2omzXA%3D
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/wp/2018-2020/main/h2020-wp1820-climate_en.pdf
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Timeframe  

An initial list of ideas received from the EU B@B Community will be collated soon after the call 

deadline. We intend to synthesise (and potentially prioritise) ideas received through consultation with the 

Platform’s Working Group on Innovation and to feed ideas into relevant consultation processes envisaged 

by the Commission. 

Proviso 

The EU B@B Platform is one of many stakeholder communities that will be providing ideas as input for 

the consideration of the Commission. There is no guarantee that ideas put forward by the B@B Platform 

community will be taken up. However, ideas put forward by the B@B Platform community will inform 

Commission considerations. This is a timely opportunity to feed in ideas on business and biodiversity / 

natural capital related research needs. 

Background information on Horizon Europe 

The European Commission (EC) published on 7 June 2018 an ambitious €100 billion proposal for the 
next framework programme for research and innovation including a provision of €97.6 billion for Horizon 
Europe 2021-2027, which will succeed Horizon 2020. 

The Commission’s proposal builds on a number of studies including: 

– the interim evaluation of Horizon 2020; 

– the Lab-Fab-App report (informally the Lamy report); 

– foresight studies and various other reports.  

The Horizon Europe proposal forms part of the EU's proposal for the next EU long-term budget, the 
multiannual financial framework (MFF), which was published by the Commission on 2 May 2018. 

The Commission’s proposals are under consideration by the European Parliament and the Council 
according to the ordinary legislative procedure, and may undergo amendment before adoption. This could 
result in a change in the proposed orientation and budget for Horizon Europe. However, provisional 
agreement on Horizon Europe has already been reached including strong support for the concept of 
mission-driven research agendas. 

Horizon Europe provides for 3 pillars. Of particular relevance to this call is Pillar 2 – Global Challenges 
and Industrial Competitiveness, with a proposed budget of €52.7 billion. This includes five thematic 
clusters that address the full spectrum of global challenges through top-down collaborative R&I activities: 

• ‘Health’ 

• ‘Inclusive and Secure Society’ 

• ‘Digital and Industry’ 

• ‘Climate, Energy and Mobility’ 

• ‘Food and Natural Resources’ 

Of these, the clusters likely to be of most relevance for the B@B community are the climate and natural 
resources clusters. The clusters – supported by areas of intervention – cut across typical boundaries 
between disciplines, sectors and policy areas and will lead to more collaboration and increased impact in 
what concerns Union and global policy priorities.  

Missions under Horizon Europe 

Pillar 2 is designed to be more impact-oriented. This includes a new provision for EU-wide missions. 
These missions are outlined in the proposal as follows:  

“A small number of missions with specific goals will be launched from within the pillar, 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/publications/research-and-innovation-including-horizon-europe-iter-and-euratom-legal-texts-and-factsheets_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/publications/research-and-innovation-including-horizon-europe-iter-and-euratom-legal-texts-and-factsheets_en
https://ec.europa.eu/research/evaluations/index.cfm?pg=h2020evaluation
https://ec.europa.eu/info/designing-next-research-and-innovation-framework-programme/what-shapes-next-framework-programme_en
http://ec.europa.eu/budget/mff/index_en.cfm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/aboutparliament/en/20150201PVL00004/Legislative-powers
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-19-1676_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-19-1676_en.htm
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establishing a comprehensive portfolio of projects, but also drawing on relevant activities and 
outputs from other parts of the programme. The specific provisions on missions are set out in 
Article 5. 

“Missions will be decided and co-designed as part of the Horizon Europe strategic planning 
process, which will include a collaborative effort by relevant Commission departments, Member 
States, the European Parliament and relevant stakeholders. 

“There will not be a separate budget for missions, though missions will have a budget assigned 
through the work programme. Missions are normally expected to be cross-cutting in nature and 
so receive their budget from more than one cluster. 

“The first few missions will be introduced in the first strategic planning exercise. Based on the 
first two years' experience, the number and scale of missions could be increased in subsequent 
work programmes. Whilst the duration of the Union support to missions would not be expected 
to exceed 10 years and will be subject to regular review (through the work programme cycle), 
the timeframe for expected impact of missions could spread out beyond this timeframe. 

“For co-designing the missions and steering their implementation, the Commission may set up 
mission boards. They will advise on potential high-impact missions and rely in doing so on a 
design process that involves stakeholders and includes public outreach. The mission boards will 
be composed of stakeholders, including end-users to ensure their engagement, and 
Commission departments to ensure links to Union policies….” 

The concept of missions is based on the recent report Mission-Oriented Research and Innovation in the 
European Union (the Mazzucato Report) which gives further explanation of the concept. It states that 
missions are intended to help stimulate research and innovation to not only support growth and economic 
activity, but also direct research and innovation towards meeting societal grand challenges by 
transforming them in concrete, measureable and achievable missions. Missions thus sit between the level 
of global challenges and specific ‘topics’. According to the Mazzucato Report, missions should meet 5 
criteria: 

– be bold and inspirational with wide societal relevance; 

– have a clear direction: targeted, measureable and time-bound; 

– involve ambitious but realistic research and innovation actions; 

– involve cross-disciplinary, cross-sector and cross-actor innovation; and 

– involve multiple bottom-up solutions. 

The Mazzucato Report gives examples of possible missions of relevance to the B@B Platform, such as: 

– 100 carbon-neutral cities by 2030 (contributing to the climate change challenge); 

– a plastic-free ocean (contributing to a ‘clean ocean’ challenge). 

Following political agreement on the broad orientation and budget for Horizon Europe, the Commission 
will work on a more detailed strategic programming for Horizon Europe, including the elaboration of 
societal challenges and missions. 

It should be also mentioned that Horizon Europe will continue to support research and innovation topics 
that do not fall within selected missions. 

 

https://publications.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/5b2811d1-16be-11e8-9253-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://publications.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/5b2811d1-16be-11e8-9253-01aa75ed71a1/language-en

